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What a journey! I could never imagine how eye-opening
and inspiring one single short trip can be. Before the journey,
I thought “Well it is just spending seven days in China, how
exciting will it get?’. But, after spending time with high school
students from different places including China, Hong Kong
and Macau, the trip has successfully blown my mind away.

We toured big companies like the headquarters of Tencent
and DJI. From trying our best to cruise a big sailing yacht, to
experiencing the cashless city development in Shenzhen, the
trip has broadened my horizon. We even spent time working
closely with other students to create a movie!

During those seven days, a lot of intriguing technologies
and gadgets were shown to us and none of us were not
fascinated. But the most memorable part of the trip has to be
learning how to fence. We were taught by the coach of the
China national fencing team and managed to learn how to
fence in a short period of time. After that, an exciting fencing
competition was held. I really did enjoy my time there and
learned how to effectively communicate with others.

Staying with a group of unfamiliar students can be
quite challenging. At first, I didn’t know how to initiate a
conversation with them and could only talk with friends I
know. But, after a lot of interesting team activities and tours,
we all opened up ourselves and started making friends.

Giggles, smiling faces and happiness filled up these seven

days. Although we were tired every night, you could still see

our faces full of joyfulness. We genuinely enjoyed our time
there and had a hard time saying goodbye to our new friends at
the end of the camp.

I am very thankful for this opportunity and I will never
regret making the choice of joining. Thank you TKP for letting
us participate in this Tencent camp. I love the time there and
we all learned a lot about technological development, thinking
outside the box, presentation and communication skills and

most importantly, accepting different views.
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6C Jackie Lui

On July 13th, the 2018 HKSSMUN commenced. The
Model United Nations (MUN) is a simulation of the United
Nations where participants as delegates of different countries
discuss, debate and draft resolutions on a given topic. This
year, three councils of the UN were simulated: General
Assembly (UNGA), Security Council (UNSC) and Human
Rights Council (UNHRC).

It was an honor for me to represent Lebanon in the
simulated General Assembly. The General Assembly is the only
assembly in the UN where all countries have equal footing.
Thus, I enjoyed an equal status with other “bigger” countries,
whether in size, wealth or power, and had equal say in matters
like climate change.

The preparation process had been painstakingly long and
tiring. I had been assigned as a single delegation, instead of
the usual double delegation system meant to reduce work and
stress, so I researched the topics on my own. The most difficult
part of researching alone was that I had no idea what Lebanon
was before taking part in the MUN. There were two topics
to research, press censorship and climate change (later it was
voted that climate change should be discussed in the GA), but
before reading the news articles of the country for days, I had
to read up the country’s history and current political, economic
and social situation, while having no prior knowledge of the
country.

The real MUN itself was gruelling, in
a way. I had always feared public speaking,
and often found ways to get around speaking
to crowds. This time, though, I had no one to
hide behind. In the three days of meetings,
there wasn’t a second where [ wasn’t nervous.
Yet, for reasons unknown to myself, I found
myself voluntarily adding my name to the
list of speakers, which only added an unholy
amount of stress and nerves.

In the event, I often asked myself: Why?
Why am I doing this to myself? Why am I
making a rod for my own back?

Now, a few months later, I know the

!

to the wolves. I could never forget how it felt when I was listened

answer. I could never forget the friends that I
made when I thought that I was being thrown

to--not because I made a joke or gave juicy information, but
because they were looking for holes in my argument to counter
them, and I could do the same to them. Did I not learn a lot about
Lebanon, the overlooked Land of Cedars? Did I not learn how it
runs in a council of the UN? Did I not think, at one point, maybe
it isn’t so bad? It was stressful, yes, but there is no such thing as a
free lunch; I worked as much as I gained.
Who said growing up isn’t painful?

\

6D Karen Li Ka Yin

The Hong Kong Secondary School United Nations
Conference has served as one of the finest Model United
Nations (MUN) platforms for numerous elite high school
students to discuss pressing global issues.

Eager to challenge myself and widen my horizons, I
jumped at the chance to join the three-day simulation activity
at the CUHK, which gave me the opportunity to speak about
technology and human rights infringement on behalf of Egypt
in the Human Rights Council. It was truly impressive and eye
opening.

First and foremost, the MUN experience did enrich my
global vision. Through a series of painstaking research and
heated debates with an array of state members, not only was
it a golden chance to familiarise myself with global current
affairs, those in Egypt in particular, but also a window guiding
me to a more holistic view of the world like how mechanisation
is encroaching human rights and how mass surveillance is
posing threats to national security.

What’s more, the intense, ceaseless debate has made me
a more sophisticated critical thinker. The debating work was
tough, for we had to deliver multiples of speeches without any
scripts in hand, in a limited time, implying that while focusing

on others’ addresses. We were also racking our brains every
second to construct unassailable justifications in an attempt
to preserve my country’s interest with the strongest shield.
That’s how we learnt to question rigorously and elucidate our
perspectives with our acquaintance with the issues.

Last but not least, being acquainted with different
delegates is probably the best part of the MUN. We looked
for allies, trying to win their trust and negotiating with the
“rival” block. Such interactions enabled us to collaborate more
efficiently in the caucus as well as get closer. I was glad to
establish friendships with those amicable and humorous friends
who made my debating days less stressful.

In a nutshell, MUN
is definitely an invaluable
and rewarding learning
opportunity. For those
who yearn to fulfil their
school life, MUN would
be a good choice for you
to leap out of your comfort
zone.
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